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"It is even more ironic that most British
converts should be women, given the
despread view in the West that Islam
treats women poorly"
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“Westerners despairing of their own
society- rising crime, family breakdown,
drugs and alcoholism- have come to
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Islam"
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"Women copying men, an exercise in
which wcimanhood has no intrinsic
value"
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"Scratch any new man and you find an
old man trying to get out; men will always
be the same. Women are changing much
faster, but they are not trying to get what
they want, Every thing the feminist
movement is aiming for, except abortion
and lesbianism, we've got"
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"Many muslims contrast the status- of

women in Islam with what they see as

the disma plight of women in the West.

They note that here women work

full-time out of financial necessity,

remaining lumbered with the housework

and children care. It is a puzzling

version of emancipation.
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"As the investigation in the Times on
women and Islam has shown, the
intellectual clarity and moral certainty of
- this 1400 years-old faith are proving
attractive to many Western women
disillusioned with the moral relationism
of their own culture. Though some are
converting to Islam after marrying
Pakistani or Bangladeshi men, others
are making the leap of faith as an
independent act of spiritual
self-improvement.

In spite of the outrageous indignities
which many women suffer in Muslim
countries, the principles outlined in the
Quran are generally sympathetic to their
interests, promising them "rights over

men similar to those of men over
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women".

...The separate spheres marked out for
the two sexes by Islam certainly bear
little relationship to the notions of gender
which have been ushered in by the
faminist revolution. But what matters is
that many of the women in the West
who have taken this unexpected path
have done so out of choice rather than
familial duty or historic obligation. They
have been positively attracted by the
sense of sisterhood and community they
discover in Islam.

This tentative process of spiritual
change suggests that increasing
numbers of people are questioning the
value system of their own culture. it
raises important questions about the
state of the Western moral tradition and
how it might be fortified. Yet the effect of
this (still modest) phenomenon is likely

to be positive. The presence of Muslim
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converts in British Society- many of
them highly educated can only assist
the process of mutual understanding
between the two cultures which the
Prince of Wales celebrated last month.
Only those who have crosséd the divide
can truly understand what lies on either
side"
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Tokyo mosque
c/o Islamic centre- japan
1-16- H OHARI- SETA GAYAKU
Tokyo, japan-T 156



1&A
phone: 03-3460-6169, Fax: 03-3460-6105

L LK 1K"
Islamic Centre- Japan, Mosque Fund Account
The Sumitomo Bank Ltd, Shinjuku Nishiguchi
Branch, Tokyo Japan
Current Account no. 204129
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